Macomb Feminist Network’s 2023 Writing Women into History Honorees

The Macomb Feminist Network has selected Brenda Allison, Andrea Henderson, and Sandra
Mosley as recipients of its 2023 Writing Women into History Awards.

Through this award, the Macomb Feminist Network seeks to expand public knowledge and
appreciation of individual women whose initiatives, advocacy, and engagement have
strengthened the local community in significant ways. This year’s honorees, like earlier
honorees, have excelled as role models and community leaders over many years.

Brenda Allison was born in Macomb and has roots here that run deep. She can trace them to
anti-slavery activists and participants in the Underground Railroad. Her career took her to other
parts of the state, but after retiring, Brenda returned to McDonough County and, following a
family tradition of service, took up the life of a dedicated communityleader. She transferred the
computer skills she had honed as AFSCME IT Director to multiple organizations here and proved
to be particularly helpful when COVID sent many residents to their computers for work as well
as for communication that bridged physical distances. She coupled her computer expertise with
leadership roles, most significantly in the Macomb GFWC Women'’s Club.

Andrea Henderson’s contributions to the community demonstrate her care for others and her
willingness to take on difficult tasks. Empathy and integrity characterize her service. At Western
Illinois University, as a certified Affirmative Action professional and Director of WIU’s Office of
Equal Opportunity and Access, Andrea demonstrated the skills needed to make difficult,
equitable decisions. She has used these same skills during her long tenure on Macomb’s Fire
and Police Commission where a firm grasp of state regulations requires an aptitude for legalese
and a fine-tuned understanding of complex issues. She has been an active member of the
Samaritan Well and McDonough County Housing Authority Boards and a champion of youth.

Sandra Mosley has been engaged in the community for over forty years. At once self-effacing,
gracious, and regal, she has become ubiquitous throughout the area as an accomplished
pianist, performing as soloist or accompanist in numerous venues. Her Quality of Life Award
reflects her invaluable and generous contributions of talent and time to the community. She
expanded her many years as a classroom teacher through her Mosley Piano Lab, a
simultaneously independent and communal learning environment thatallows students to move
forward on their own timetable and level of interest. Herunique pedagogyallows learning from
inside out and is characterized by Sandra’s deep commitment to inclusion and diversity.



